Switching from analog to digital television
Source: Suzanne Badenhop, family resource management specialist
As you may know, television will stop broadcasting in analog and only broadcast a digital signal beginning Feb. 17. If you still use an analog television that gets its service through an antenna, you will no longer be able to receive the signal.   
There are many reasons for the switch. Digital broadcasting is more efficient than analog technology, and fewer broadcasting airwaves are needed to provide improved programming to consumers. Some of the airwaves will be given to the nation’s firefighters and police to better communicate with each other during emergencies. Other parts of the return spectrum will be auctioned off to provide innovative wireless broadband services to consumers. 

There are a few options that you can choose to maintain television reception. The easiest way to still get a signal from your current television is to get a converter box.  A converter box plugs into the back of your analog television and makes it possible for the television to provide a digital broadcast.  You can apply for a $40 coupon to buy a converter box until March 31.  Every household is eligible to apply and could receive up to two free coupons.  Converter boxers, depending on the manufacturer, will range from $40 to $70. To request a coupon, call 888-388-2009 or visit http://www.dtv.gov.
There are other options to getting a converter box. Those include buying a new television that is digital or paying for cable, satellite or another service.  While these are more expensive alternatives, they are effective.  

If you already have cable or satellite service or a digital television, you have nothing to worry about; the switch will not affect you, and you do not need a converter box.  If you do still have an analog television and wish to continue using it, the time to start making the change is now.
For more information on switching to digital, contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.
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