Holiday Money Gifts Teach
Children Savings Habits
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Holiday money gifts give parents an opportunity to begin teaching pre-school children saving habits that will last a lifetime.

One easy way to begin is to remember the two Ss, save and spend. Consider putting a jar marked "save" and another labeled "spend" in the children's room.  Then divide the holiday money into portions to save and spend, perhaps a 50-50 split. 

When they have accumulated enough to open an interest-bearing savings account, take them to a bank or credit union to create it. 

Routinely saving money gives pre-schoolers funds for future wants and needs and introduces them to the benefits of saving. Encouraging children to consistently save from birth through their teenage years helps them develop a habit that will continue on into adulthood. 


Remember to set a good example by regularly saving some of your holiday money gifts as well as your salary.


For more information on family finances, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.
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