Limiting Outdoor Water Use
Source:  Kim Henken


Many of you will spend more time outdoors gardening and landscaping when warm weather returns. As you plant a garden and tend your landscape, taking a few simple steps will limit water use in the beginning of the growing season and later, too.


Try to group plants together by their water needs when you plant annuals, perennials and vegetables. This practice will help you efficiently provide necessary water to plants when rainfall is insufficient.


Use mulch to reduce the need to water plants. Mulch helps prevent water evaporation and slows the rate at which it moves across soil. This will allow water time to reach plant’s roots while helping prevent soil erosion.


Water plants only when necessary. Typically, plants and shrubs need one inch of water every seven to 10 days and should be watered only when rainfall does not provide this amount. Although annuals and perennials will need frequent watering the first couple of weeks after they are planted, they only require about an inch of water once a week afterwards.  

By taking a few simple steps, we all can reduce the amount of water used outdoors.


For more information on water conservation, contact the (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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