MAKE A HABIT TO RECYCLE, BUY RECYCLED PRODUCTS

Source: Kim Henken

If your family doesn(t recycle, why not make it a habit to recycle the many recyclable products used daily and to buy products made from recycled materials?  

When you think about it, each of us uses many recyclable products every day. These include plastic soft drink and milk bottles, newspapers, paper and cardboard, glass jars and bottles and aluminum and steel cans, to name a few. These can be processed into materials that are reused to make playground equipment, machinery, clothing, home furnishings, household paper products, landscaping mulch, new homes, cars and many other items.

NOTE AGENTS: If your county has a recycling center, include the following paragraph; if not, go to the second paragraph below.

In (COUNTY NAME) we have a recycling center (NAME) at (ADDRESS) that(s open (LIST DAYS, HOURS OF OPERATION). It will accept (LIST MATERIALS CENTER WILL TAKE). You can call the center at (TELEPHONE NUMBER).

Remember to make it a habit to buy products made from recycled materials. Look for the symbol (a circle of arrows) indicating the product contains recycled materials. Items made from recycled materials have good quality and performance and a pleasant appearance.

Recycling and buying recycled makes good economic and environmental sense.

Products containing recyclable content are cost-competitive with, and might cost less than, those made from virgin materials. Buying products with recycled content helps establish markets for these and possibly (new( products. The recycling process creates far more jobs than those at landfills or incinerators. It also can help solve solid waste disposal problems, which often lead to lower taxes and waste disposal charges.

From an environmental standpoint, it saves land and other natural resources by reducing the need to drill for oil and dig for minerals. Less energy is needed to make products with recycled materials than virgin materials. For example, it requires 95 percent less energy to make aluminum cans from recycled cans than from raw ore.

In many cases, manufacturing products from recycled substances creates less air and water pollution than making products from virgin materials.

Encourage your friends and neighbors to make recycling and buying recycled-content products a lifelong habit.

For more information, contact me at your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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