Washing Flood-soiled Clothing
Source:  Marjorie M. Baker, extension associate for textiles and clothing
Flood water may be contaminated with sewage waste that contains harmful bacteria. If your clothes come into contact with flood water, normal laundering with detergent and water is not enough to kill the bacteria that may be present. The bacteria from flood water can remain alive in fabrics for a long time.  It is important that flood-soiled clothing and textiles be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected before using. Be sure to wear rubber gloves and protective clothing when handling flood-soiled clothing. Proper sorting, washing or dry cleaning, drying and storing flood-soiled clothes reduces the number of harmful bacteria and prevents contamination of clean clothes.

While outdoors, brush caked-on mud from clothing. Sort clothes and rinse several times in cool water to remove any mud that remains. Machine wash on the hottest water setting and longest agitation period, with the highest water level. It is extremely important to add a disinfectant to the wash water. Liquid chlorine bleach is the most accessible, cheapest and easiest disinfectant to use. It effectively kills bacteria in warm, hot or cold water. Follow the directions on the label for disinfecting.
A disinfectant in the wash water prevents harmful bacteria from being transferred from one article of clothing to another during the wash cycle, or from remaining on the inner surface of the washing machine and being transferred from one load to the next. 

More bacteria are killed by drying clothes in automatic clothes dryers than by line drying. Survival of the bacteria varies with the size of the load, the drying temperature and the drying time. Line drying is most effective on a sunny day because the sun’s ultraviolet rays help destroy harmful bacteria.
For more information about clean-up following a flood, contact (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.  

Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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