Flooded Home Appliances

Source: Suzanne Badenhop, extension specialist for family resource management

Recent flooding has left many Kentuckians wondering what to do about their water-logged appliances. In most cases, appliances can’t be salvaged after being covered in polluted flood water.
One problem is appliances like televisions and radios have many hidden wires and parts inside the outer covering that store electricity even when the item is unplugged.  Extreme care should be taken when removing these items from a flooded home since there is still a risk of electrical shock. 
Another problem is that appliances have metal wires that can get corroded when they get wet or stand in water. The electrical connections might be corroded or even come loose. These conditions can render appliances useless or dangerous to operate.
If you have a question, ask a licensed or certified appliance repair professional to inspect the appliance before using it. Most of the time, it is better to discard them and purchase new appliances.

In many cases, insurance settlements include the purchase of new appliances to replace those damaged by flooding.  Talk to your insurance adjuster and make sure the purchase will be covered before you buy new appliances.

For more information about how to deal with flood damage in your home, contact (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.  Educational programs of the Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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