Operation Military Kids Summer Camps
Source:  Stephanie Moses, camp coordinator, Operation: Military Kids

For military families who are often separated through deployments and Active Duty demands, the chance to spend time together can take on special meaning.  Operation: Military Kids (OMK), a grant funded through the University of Kentucky Family and Consumer Sciences Extension, is providing just such an opportunity with two free camping weekends in June and July.

Camps are open to parents and children from any branch of the military including Active Duty, Reserve, and National Guard families.  Lots of exciting programs and activities are on the rosters.   
The Lake Cumberland 4-H Center camp is set for June 11 to 13.  Participating families can enjoy outdoor adventures like fishing, canoeing and nature hikes.  Crafts, ropes challenge and geocaching help parents and kids share in the development of new strengths and skills.   

Life Adventure Center in Versailles is the Operation: Military Kids Camp destination for July 9 to 11.  Campfire programs, a hayride and an ice cream social are just a few of the activities planned to give families a chance to reconnect and spend quality time together. 

Both camp schedules allow for free time for families to explore on their own and to spend time relaxing together.  OMK Camps in Kentucky also offer the chance to share common experiences with new friends and build memories that will last a lifetime.  

First priority is given to families whose service member has been injured during military service.  The camp program at the Life Adventure Center in Versailles requires children to be  age 7 and older.  Military families who want to attend either camp are asked to apply by Thursday, May 20.  Registration will remain open until all slots are filled.  
Operation: Military Kids supports military families in a number of ways, including training for civilians who work with military personnel; resources for children of deployed family members; programs for older youth that provide a forum to talk about the stresses and challenges of being a military kid; and a portable computer lab and other resources available for loan for programs and activities that include military families. 

To learn more about the camps, contact Stephanie Moses at sgmose2@uky.edu.  For more information about Kentucky Operation Military Kids, visit the website http://www.operationmilitarykids.org or contact the (COUNTY NAME) Cooperative Extension Service.  Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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