Recycle old cell phones
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With the proliferation of cell phone use in the United States comes another potential product that could end up in landfills. But that does not have to happen. Recycling opportunities exist for unwanted phones that can keep them from becoming trash and help someone as well.

Cell phones are made from precious metals, copper and plastics – all of which require energy to mine and manufacture. Recycling these materials not only conserves resources but prevents air and water pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. If all of the 100 million cell phones ready for disposal were recycled, it would save enough energy to power more than 194,000 U.S. households with electricity for a year.

Donating your cell phone also benefits people in need. When cell phones and their accessories are in good working order, some programs donate them to a number of worthy charities or sell them at a discount to those who need the phones. In addition,   many recycling programs use the proceeds to raise funds for charitable organizations, schools, churches and other social causes. In some cases, programs buy the phones back from the consumer.

To increase awareness of cell phone recycling programs, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Plug-in to eCycling program along with cell phone manufacturers, service providers and retailers launched the “Recycle Your Cell Phone. It’s An Easy Call” campaign.

Despite the large number of recycling opportunities, less than 20 percent of cell phones are recycled each year. To find out where to recycle a cell phone check with your service provider or visit the EPA’s Web site: http://epa.gov/cellphones for places and ways to recycle.
For more information on environmental issues, contact the (YOUR COUNTY) Cooperative Extension Service. 
Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 
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