Using Credit Counselors 

To Get Out of Debt
Source:  Sue Badenhop


Families with massive debts sometimes use credit counselors to help them begin to eliminate this problem.  Like other service sectors in our society, there are several possibilities for credit counseling agencies.

These tips may help you choose the best helper for your debt situation.


First, check out the agency's fees.  Ask if the fees are voluntary. If possible, choose an agency that will let you voluntarily pay what you can afford.


If an agency has a set-up fee of more than 50 dollars and monthly fees exceed 25 dollars, choose another firm.

It is helpful to choose an agency that also offers educational help and budget counseling to help you avoid future debt problems.


You may want to visit the National Foundation for Credit Counseling Web site at http://www.nfcc.org for help choosing a credit counselor.  Through its member agencies, the NFCC sets the national standard for quality credit counseling, debt reduction services and education for financial wellness.

It is important to realize that you and your family can perform many of the services provided by credit counseling firms such as negotiating lower interest rates, consolidating debt and budgeting. 

Contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service office for a copy of the publications on managing debt and credit.


Educational programs of the University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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