Successfully Storing Summer Clothes

Sources:  Linda Heaton and Soap and Detergent Association


When you decide to store summer clothes, follow some common-sense guidelines to ensure that your items will look as good as new when you remove them next season.


Wash or dry clean all summer clothes before putting them away. Pay close attention to bathing suits or other clothing that might have been in contact with sunscreen or suntan lotion. Treat these items with a pre-wash stain remover or liquid laundry detergent; then wash in water temperature, washer cycle and dry according to clothing label instructions.


Don’t assume any garment is clean, because it could have “invisible stains” that might cause permanent discoloration.  Also, remaining food and dirt particles might attract insects that could cause problems in your home or on stored clothes.


Before storing summer items, check them for repairs such as sagging hemlines, missing buttons, broken zippers, tears, or split seams.  Make these repairs now so everything will be ready to wear next year. Also, check summer shoes and sandals for stains and needed repairs. And take care of these before putting them away. 


Don’t starch or iron summer clothing before storing. Starch is a food source that will attract insects. Ironing might set stains that haven’t been completely removed.  If these heat-set stains appear after winter storage, they might be impossible to remove.


Store summer clothes in a cool, dark, dry, well-ventilated area. The best location is a cool closet or air-tight chest.  Acceptable alternatives are a cloth or canvas bag or a cardboard box.  Too much heat can cause fabrics to turn yellow.  Also avoid plastic bags because they hold moisture which can create mildew.  Store garments away from light sources because continued exposure to real or artificial light might cause bright colors to fade. 


If you hang clothes in a closet, cover with an old sheet to protect them from dust and light.  Use padded hangers to prevent distortion and creases. If you store garments flat, smooth out the wrinkles before folding. To reduce wrinkling in summer knits, put white tissue paper between folds and around the garment.


If you don’t have sufficient storage space in your home, contact a dry cleaning establishment that offers box storage.


For more information, contact your (County Name) Cooperative Extension Service.

 Educational programs of the Cooperative Extension Service serve all people regardless of race, color, age, sex, religion, disability or national origin.
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